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Ansterdam-Z•, 17th June 1936 
Jan van Ei.jckstraat 14, I. 


Dear Sir ( s), 

We send you here\7ith a report on the position of the Jews in 

Sweden. 

♦ 

There Is no objection to parts of this report, if found suitable. 

to be made public. The publication in full, however, and particularly 
of the last part, must on no account be underta ken.V/e leave it to the 
.judgment and experience of our friendly organisations and individuals 
to make such use of the report as will do no harm to the Jewish cause. 

Further copies may be obtained from our office at the price of 
5o Dutch cents, postage extra. 


Yours faithfully 

JEWISH CEHTRAL lUFORMATIOH OFFICE 

Publish Service Institute. 
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THE POSITION OP THE JEWS IN SWEDEN 


The hostile propaganda against the Jews in Sv/eden emanates mostly 
from National-Socialist quarters? certain Anti-Semitic tendencies, however, 
have always existed in reactionary circles, and this exp?!.r.ins the fact f-iat 
part of the Swedish conservative elements, although not apx^iroving of the 
form of Hitler’s anti-Jewish policy, is nevertheless influenced by the an- 
t.l-'’ewish currents of the time, and is disposed to believe that the elimi¬ 
nation of Jews from German national life has to be regarded as an act of 

4 

self-defence of a host against his guest* So that v/e do not ha.ve to look 
for the Swedish anti-Semites among the Swedish National-Socialist parties 


only 


The difference, however, is very great* 


The Swedish Parties 


In the life of the Swedish parties the follov/ing circumstances may be 
noted* The Gircles belonging to the right parties in Sv/eden have already 
in pre-war times been Gorman-minded 5 the old German Empire with its mili¬ 
tary spirit has been looked upon as one of the finest exauipj.ea in history* 
During the world v/ar their sympathies were entirely on the side of urermany? 


terse 


sentiments were also strengthened by the mistrust of rsarist Russia 


v; h; c h 


had been causing the Sv/edes much anxiety* And as now, thanks 


to 


\ 


Adolf Hitler, German soldiery has revived in its old form, the ultra 


e on- 


servative Swedish patriots somehov/ again imagine that the German Reich has^ 

« 

undertaken the task of protect ^-:g Europe against Russia, which for them. 

The vigorous and extensive propaganda 'v/hich the 


moans against Bolshev;ism. 


German National-Socialists are carrying on throughout the v/orld represer.t- 
ing the Third Heich as a bulwark against the world danger 01 Bolshevism is 


known 


need not be commented upon here* In addition, 


in Sweden the 
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question of arcjaments is a bone of contention betv;een the right and the 
left parties} and here conservative quarters have an opportunity to point 


to G-erciany und 


to declare that he has succeeded, by eliminat¬ 


ing the Social-Democrats, to restore the German military strength 


They 


admire, then, in the creator of the nsv; German military power also the 


c 


up- 


pressor of Harxism, and part of all this admiration is somehow extended to 
his anti-Semitism as well* The result is that people standing on the right 


in politics "can und 


the animosity tov/ards Jews 


Many 


hov/ever, of ITational-Socialism and its accompaniments do not appea,! to them, 
so that they will never support any action v/hich would turn Sweden Natiq- 
nal-Socialis t. Also the Dan-German ides, is foreign to them* 


The Number of Anti-Semites in Sweden 


is, proportionately to the size of the population, very 


small* 


Th 


\ 

\ 

\ ^ 



National-Socialists have not one seat in t he Swedish House of Represent,;^ 
ti\''e3, nor is there as yet a party in Parliament which aas made anti-Semi¬ 
tism a flank in its programme* The position, hcv/ever, is quite different 


in the elective bodies of the Communal Governments here, the National 
cialists have succeeded in a fev; places in the provinces to secure a 





f e\ 



seats for their followers* 


Ju 


st 


the same, the successes in the domain of 


communal elections, too, have hitherto been insignificant: 


the biggest 


success they have as yet scored are the tv/o seats they won, out of a total 


of sixty, in the, municipal elections at Gothenburg* At t ?e moment it is 


\ 


even questionable if any one of the existing National-Socialist parties wil^ 
succeed in getting one seat in the forthcoming elections in the autumn to 


the Second Chamber of the Riksdag, this depending on the combination ano 
e.greementa between the parties which are at presens being negotia.ted« Bat 
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at most it may amount to the choosing of only one National-Socialist candi¬ 


date to represent the city of Stockholm^ 



Ih--; Met hods of th e N ational- Soci alists in Sw eden 

fallow to a large extent the German wodel of the time before the sei¬ 
zure of power by Hitler. The National-Socialists in Sweden are considered 
as rather harmless, and are allowed more or less to play at the German game 
ur d'.sturbed • They are forbidden, though, by law to wear party uniforms in 
groups, but they have learned quite v/all how to evade ihis prohibition. 


A mo ng st the Schqol_Youthjt^ 

v/here the false national pathos of the Nazis finds a particular strong 
appeal, the National-Socialists, according to well-informed opinion, have 
a considerable number of follov/ers* These young people will in a few yeara^ 
have have the right of vote and will have the possibility practically to 
influence the affairs of State* In spite of that, moderate circles in ^w^ 
den do not think it necessary to adopt stronger measures in order to pre¬ 
vent the influencing of the youth with National Socialist ideas* They ho¬ 
pe xhat when the young boys and girls will grow up they will forget all 
about it and that National-Socialism will perish of itself. - That the Swe¬ 


dish National-Socialist Anti-Semitism is 

an exa ct c opy of_Ge rman Na t iona l—Sqciali.st_Anti-Semitism 

can be easily recognized from innumerable details and little things 
Vi'hich it is tryirg to imitate* The whole ideology, the mentality as we].l 


as the practical methods applied, are all constructed and carried out on 
the German model* The Sv/edish National—Socialism only endeavours, by 


means of little changes. 


to introduce a national touch into the successful 


programme that has stood the test of experience in Germany, and which they 







4 


have taken over* In this, however, they have failed completely, as it is 
absolutely impossible to graft the conglomerate that makes up the leiman 
atmosphere upon the Swedish nation. This may also account for 
the hit herto s ligh t successes of the ITa zi s. 

Most Swedes realise very well that the programme which has brought 

the German people dov/n to its present moral and cultural level is neither 

worthy of the Swedish nation, nor is it consistent with the old tradition 

of freedom natural to every Swede* In addition to this ideal of freedom 

of action and thought nurtured through the course of centuries, and which 

every Swedish citizen, whether Jew or Christian, values very highly, the 

small number of Jews in Sv/eden is another reason for the i'J’ational-Socia- 

list anti-Semitism not having found many followers among the Swedes. The 

ITazi weeklies, too, conducted on. Streicher lines (there are six of them) 

are repugnant to them. The lying propaganda of these anti-Semitic papers 

is so absurd that it must strike even the moat naive reader that 99 % of 

their contents are products of a hatred mania. However, these sheets are 

not read in the non-Hational-Socialist anti-Semitic conservative quarters, 
mentioned above. Instead of this gross anti-Semitism 

they get theirs in a more "refined" form from large papers semi-hostile 
to Jev/s, which is more to their taste. In no other Nordic country is the 
style of the Na-c,ional-3ooialist anti-Jewish leaflets on such a low level 
as in SwedeBoth the text and the illustrations immediately aug.gest to 
the reader that nowhere but in tne spiritual neighbourhood of the editorial^ 
offices of the "Sturmer" could such ma.terial be turned out* Ar.d this is 
no doubt the case, too, as the Swedish National-Socialists themselves 

% 

v/ould hardly be able to produce such jiornography• 
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Ge rman p amphlets in the Swedis h 

printed partly in Germany, shov/ the systematic world propaganda of the 
German National-Socialists* Goefcfcels's speech at Nueremberg, for instance, 


lias been issued as a leaflet under the title "Bolshavisti Without a llask"* 


This leaflet, raging against the Jews in 


the usual 


K> >J 


yls, was printed in 


the same Gerraan printing-house as the brochure "Die Juden und das Verbra- 


cherturo". Behind ihis is the German Bichte Society from whom anybody can 
obtain anti-Semitic literature- For Sv/eden, the material is available in 
the Swedish language- The Fichte Sociecy has its headquarters in Hamburg 


From this place the world is being floodSd with such literature* But anti- 
Jewish leaflets and pamphlets are also produced in Sweden; there already 

exists a publishing hcass in the country by the name of Svea Hike v/hich, 

0 

among others, has published in Swedish the book "Bolschewismus und Juden- 
tum", by Fehst, one of the worst official Gerraan gate and propaganda 


vvorks- At present 

there are three National-Socialist parties 


in Sweden* The movement, it would 


appear, is pretty well spli-t; but 


all the three parties are practically united in their hatred of the Jews- 
This apart, the split lends Swedish National-Socialism a rather 
confusing aspect- They also lack leaders w’ho would commano respect in 
society* The absence of proper leaders is very noticeable, and is consi¬ 


dered as a reason 


that the movement is dei'-Lcient in j.' 0 ’’'er and concentrated 


effort* The squr..bcling amongst the lead-irs t'^emselves also, keeps many 


Swedes away from joining one 


groups can be regarded as an 


of these dO;. agogues * All the three fighting 
entity only in their anti-Semitism* Every 


1'az.i empihasises his hatred of the Jews 
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The question of insult of v/hole groups of the population 

BI^B ^MBP ^PR^P BI^B ^BPBi ^BI^B ^P^^P ^B^B Mp^^p BBB ^PR^B ^^P^B ^^PPP ^^^^P ^B^B 

has not yet been solved in Sv/eden. There is no law protecting groups, 
liks the Jewish one, from insult and manifestly false accusations; the 
ITational-Socialists are thus free to abuse the Jews in every way they like, 
v/hich they do, too, not only in print, but often also at their meetings* 
in some cases where the anti-Jewish insults v/ere directed against certain 
individuals, it has been possible to find redress at a court of .justice, 
and the Nazi leaders were sentenced to different terms of imprisonment* 
These, however, are exceptional cases* Most of the Jews who have been 
subjected to anti-Semitic abuse realise that this kind of counter-attack 
is, in their cases, more or less useless* 

The best counter-attack 

4^ mm mm mm mm mm mm 

against the anti-Semitism inspired by Germany consists, in the opinion 
of people who know Sweden, first in preserving the real character of Jewry 
and to behave accordingly, and secondly, in the political and cultural 
propaganda against Nazism conducted by the Christian population* The libe¬ 
ral and other progressive papers, as well as people in social life with 
the same leanings, are in the front line of this counter-attack* On the 
other hand, most .'of the conservative papers are rather disinclined to 
take up a position against the Hitler regime; accordingly, their attitude 
to the question of anti-Semitism is more or less indifferent, with a rare 
approving gesture on isolated occasions* 

The large masses of the population 

show little interest for the propaganda of hatred towards the Jews* 
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In large parts of the country the people have never seen a Jew in their 
life* In this, however, lies a danger that many Swedes will get to know 
about the Jews froa the anti-Semitic literature, and will judge them by 
the lies contained in it* The so-called agricultural labourers, however, 
are socialistically minded, and it is thought that this part of the 
population will not present a congenial soil for an artificially whipped 
up hate red towards the Jews* But there is a certain danger that anti- 
oer-itisui will get a foothold 

« 

in the lowei* middle classes and among the small shopkeepers* 

The Swedish National-Socialists are at present carrying on a vigorous 
propaganda against Jevfish. emigrants„ frqro„G;eraany and especially against 
:;ro3e who have settled in Sweden in business or v;ho exercise another 
calling. 

The Authorities, 

whom nobody can reproach with anti-Jewish feeling, permit sometimes 
Jev/ish business men from Germany to take up a partnership in already 
existing Swedish undertakings or to establish themselves in business on 
their own* The Nazis make use of these occasions trying to persuade the 
small traders that the Jews would engage in ruinous competition* This is 
rot true, as the applicants for permits are only in exeptional cases 
persona v/ith real Competitive power behind them* However, it happened 
that wealthy Jews from Germany had come here and taken up an interest 
in the department store business* The National-Socialists set up a 
furious agitation, and many a Swede who saw the spectre of competition 
has joined them.* Nor these Sv/edes anti-Semitism is only a means to 
eliminate competition. The attack against the emigrants is generally 
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sonething in the nature of tilting at windmills? the authorities keep 
a sharp lookout to protect the Swedes against undesirable foreign com¬ 
petition. In many cases German Jews have been refused permits to stay in 
the country as well a-s permits to work. According to the law, such per¬ 
mits are withheld in cases when there is a danger that Swedish interests 
willsuffer by allowing foreigners (not only Jews) to engage in occupations 

unemployment is already prevailing. Such measures are in no way 
connected with anti-Jewish sentiments and are a natural protection (f the 
country against foreigners in the domains of trade win’s there is not 
enough work for the Swedes themselves. The anti-Semitic propaganda, 
howeveti la directed against the Swedish Jews sometimes in a stronger 
manner than against the foreign Jews. Many Swedish Jews are being subjected 
to contlnous attacks, insults, and catumnies of every description. This 
is the fate in particular of the well-known family-business of publishers 
of Bonnierj but also some Swediah-Jewish physicians, lawyers, and indu¬ 
strialists get their share of abuse. 

In Sumarising, 

4 

it may be said that at the moment the Jewish question and the ques¬ 
tion of anti-Semitism is not acute yet, but that there is a danger that, 
through systematic German influence, the situation in the country may 

I 

change and that the anti-Semites may in the near future get more followers 
The development depends first on the existence of the Hitler regime in 
Germany, and secondly, on the economic situation in Sweden. For the time 
being it does not look as if a change for the worse were coming in the 
economic life of the country. Sweden is, financially and socially, in a 
very good position, the people are mostly progressive and sociaisjat, and 
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the coraparatively few Jews in the country have, in the opinion of all 
right-thinking Sweden, done so much for their country and have been so 
loyal that most Swedes think that anti-Semitism, even with German support, 
will not become an important factor here. They persevere in this belief 
even when it is pointed out to them that history has shown examples when 
even the most loyal and upright Jewry has fallen a victim of systematic §nd 
unhindered propaganda of hate and persecution* 

* * 


f 
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